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Constantine the Great 

converted to Christianity in 

312AD



Thagaste in North 
Africa (Algeria today)



The Art of  Rhetoric
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Thagaste



“I walked the streets of  

Babylon and wallowed 

in its mire as if  in a 

bed of  spices and 

precious ointments.” 
- Augustine
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To Carthage
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Carthage

Studying the art of  
rhetoric and the liberal 
arts in the “cauldron of  
illicit loves”.
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Cicero

The greatest of  the 
Roman orators. 



Manichaeism – the new religion 

“Grant me chastity 
and continence 
(restraint) but not 
yet…” - Augustine



Monica’s Vision

“Where I was, 
there you were also.”
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I hated exceedingly 
to live and was 
afraid to die.”

-Augustine



Back to Carthage to Teach

“When Bishop 
Faustus comes, 
he will be able to 
answer you…”



To Rome



The Chapel where 

Augustine abandoned 

his mother, Monica. 

Brief  Biography of  Augustine 354 - 430AD



Brief  Biography of  Augustine 354 - 430AD



They hold wealth so dear that they 

account justice cheap.”
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MilanTo Milan
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Bishop Ambrose



Master of  Rhetoric
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St Antony of  Egypt
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“Take up and Read”
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Nox præcessit, dies autem appropinquavit. 
Abjiciamus ergo opera tenebrarum, et 
induamur arma lucis. Sicut in die honeste 
ambulemus : non in comessationibus, et 
ebrietatibus, non in cubilibus, et impudicitiis, 
non in contentione, et æmulatione : sed 
induimini Dominum Jesum Christum, et carnis 
curam ne feceritis in desideriis. Infirmum 
autem in fide assumite, non in 
disceptationibus cogitationum.

Let us walk properly, as in the day, not 

in revelry and drunkenness, not in 

lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill 

its lusts. 
         (Romans 13:13-14)



A Retreat at Cassiciacum
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The Baptism of  
Augustine, 

Adeodatus and 
Alypius
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Port of  Ostia



“I gave way to the tears which I 

before restrained, to overflow as 

much as they desired; reposing my 

heart upon them; and it found rest 

in them, for it was in Thy ears, not 

in those of  man....” - Augustine 
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Bishop of  Hippo Regius in 

North Africa (Algeria today)



Augustine wrote over 5 million words – 
sermons, commentaries, treatises and 
letters.   



Rome
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The Fall of  Rome 410AD



City
"On the holy mount stands the 

city he founded; the LORD 

loves the gates of  Zion more 

than all the dwelling places of  

Jacob. Glorious things of  you 

are spoken, O city of  God“ 

(Psalm 87)



Fall of  Hippo Regius 431AD



“You have made us for Yourself, O 
Lord, and our heart is restless until it 
finds its rest in You.” - Augustine
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“There we shall 

rest and see, 

see and love, 

love and praise. 

This is what shall be 

in the end without end.

For what other end do we propose to 

ourselves than to attain to the kingdom 

of  which there is no end?”

- Augustine
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