
The Gospel of John

9. Food for the hungry



Reading:  John 6:1-14
 



Feeding the 
five thousand



Feeding the five thousand
Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore 
he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; 
send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only five 
loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets 
full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Mark 6:30-44
The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming 
and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on 
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he 
began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii 
worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he 
commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

Luke 9:10-17
On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them and withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he 
welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing. Now the day began to wear away, and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the crowd 
away to go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and get provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They 
said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.” For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Have 
them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” And they did so, and had them all sit down. And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing over them. 
Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces. 

John 6:1-14
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was 
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, 
“Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in 
number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had eaten their 
fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by 
those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”



After this Jesus went away to the other side 
of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 

(John 6:1)

…he withdrew from there in a boat 
to a desolate place by Himself. 

(Matthew 14:13)

So they departed to a deserted place 
in the boat by themselves. 

(Mark 6:32)

He took them and went aside privately 
into a deserted place belonging to the city 
called Bethsaida. 

(Luke 9:10)



“Where are we to buy bread, 
  so that these people may eat?” 

And a large crowd was following him, because 
they saw the signs that He was doing on the sick. 

Jesus went up on the mountain, 
and there He sat down with His disciples. 

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 

Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing 
that a large crowd was coming toward Him, 
Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread, 
  so that these people may eat?” 

(John 6:2-5)

“Come away by yourselves 
to a desolate place 
and rest a while.”

(Mark 6:31)

Passover falls in spring 
(March–April)

Many people went up to Jerusalem 
early, before the Passover 

Question and answer



There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish, 
but what are they for so many?

Two hundred denarii worth of bread 
would not be enough for each of them 

to get a little.

(See John 6:7-9)

Question and answer

Phillip, 
from Bethsaida

Peter’s brother, 
Andrew

“Where are we to buy bread, 
  so that these people may eat?” 

8 months wages 
for a labourer!

The bread of the 
common people



Question:
What was He going to do?

Another sign
He was going to give

the people another sign.

“Where are we to buy bread, 
  so that these people may eat?” 

Question and answer

He said this to test him [Phillip], 
for He Himself knew what He would do. 

(John 6:6)



Another sign

• The Passover is near, when the Exodus and 
the wilderness journey to Canaan are recalled.

• They are in a desolate place – there is no food.

• There is no natural way to get enough food.

• Jesus wants to see the people properly fed.

• He takes something small and gives thanks.

• In an orderly way His disciples feed the people.

• Jesus provides more than enough for them all.

• Of all that He has provided, nothing is wasted.

What if you 
had been there?

Would you have seen 
the food or the sign?



Another sign

“I am the bread of life; 
  whoever comes to Me shall not hunger,
  and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.” 

(John 6:35)

– What does it mean?



But first… Reading: John 6:16-21



Is this also a sign?

The Son of Man lives by faith
in His Father and serves Him.



“Rabbi, when did You come here?” 

…when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there,
   nor His disciples, they themselves 
   got into the boats and went to Capernaum,
   seeking Jesus.

   When they found Him 
   on the other side of the sea, 
   they said to Him, 

  “Rabbi, when did You come here?” 
(John 6:24-25)

Food for the hungry Reading: John 6:22-35



“Truly, truly, I say to you,
  you are seeking Me, 
  not because you saw signs,
    but because you ate your fill of the loaves.”

(John 6:26)

Food for the hungry

Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Saviour of the world

FREE FOOD!
Come to Jesus for free food!

“Rabbi, when did You come here?” 



“Do not work for the food that perishes, 
  but for the food that endures to eternal life, 
  which the Son of Man will give to you.
  For on Him God the Father has set His seal.” 

Food for the hungry

(John 6:27)



Food for the hungry

What must we do, to be doing 
the works of God?

This is the work of God, 
that you believe in Him 

whom He has sent.

(See John 6:28-29)

This is what God 
wants from us.

Believing means 
trusting in Him



Food for the hungry

Then what sign do You do, 
that we may see and believe You?

What work do You perform? 

Our fathers ate the manna 
in the wilderness; as it is written, 

‘He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.’

(See John 6:30-33)

Truly, truly, I say to you, 
it was not Moses who gave you 

the bread from heaven,
but My Father gives you 

the true bread from heaven. 

For the bread of God is He
who comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.

They are thinking 
of Moses

What sort 
of life?



Food for the hungry

Sir, give us 
this bread always.

I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to Me 

shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in Me 

shall never thirst. 

(See John 6:34-35)

FREE FOOD!
Come to Jesus 
for free food!



I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to Me 

shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in Me 

shall never thirst.

Essential food 
that brings life 

and maintains life

He is sufficient 
for every need 
and situation

Parallel 
statements

Food for the hungry

(John 6:35) 



I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to Me 

shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in Me 

shall never thirst.
(John 6:35) 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but these are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in His name. 

(John 20:30-31)
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