
Martin Luther 
the start of the reformation

A brief biography 





Hans had high aspirations 
for his son, Martin.

Luther’s Timeline1483 1546

Martin Luther’s 
childhood home



At Erfurt, 
the University 
town

Schedule:

4am to 8pm

4 hours of devotion

2 meals a day



Luther’s Timeline1483 15461505





Luther’s Timeline1483 15461505

The Augustinian 
Monastery in Erfurt 



A monk’s cell



Confessional box



Luther’s Timeline1483 15461507

Luther ordained 
as a priest



Luther’s Timeline1483 15461510



St Peter’s Basilica
in Rome





‘Holy’ Relics



The Scala Sancta

“Who knows if it be true?”



The Latin Bible 

locked in a 

monastery



The selling of indulgences comes near Saxony





1483 15461517



The doors of the 
Church in Wittenberg



The 95 Theses - Luther 
wrote in Latin





At Augsburg

With Cardinal Cajetan

1483 15461518



Leipzig Debate

With Johann Eck

1483 15461519



Pope Leo X

The lead seal of the Pope 
(or ‘bulla’)



1483 15461521



The Elector - Frederick of Saxony 



1483 15461521

In the City of Worms





Wartburg Castle



Luther’s secluded 
room for a year



Luther and his fellow 

academic and friend, Phillip 

Melancthon.

Melancthon was a 

gifted linguist and 

an expert in Greek. 



Luther wrote copiously– 
“throwing ink at the Devil.”



1 in 3 things printed in Germany were authored by Martin Luther. 



Luther translates the NT 
into German



German Bible is published
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15221483 1546



15241483 1546

Thomas Müntzer turns 
reformation into revolution.



1483 15461523

The remains of the Nimbschen 
convent from where 12 nuns escaped.
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The abandoned ‘Black Cloister’ where Luther lived in Wittenberg



The Black Cloister where Luther lived 
with his family and other students. 





“How strange it is to know 

that she is at peace, and all 

is well, and yet to be so 

sorrowful.” 

1483 15461542Luther’s Timeline



One of Luther’s 
many hymns 

“A Mighty 
Fortress is our 
God”





“We are beggars. 

This is true.”

Luther’s Timeline1483 1546



“If the Bible were a large, mighty tree and all its 
words were little branches I have tapped at all the 
branches, eager to know what was there and what 
it had to offer.” – Martin Luther



John Calvin – a reformer from France

“Would to heaven that he 

had striven more to 

subdue those tempests of 

feeling which he has so 

continually allowed to 

break forth!” - Calvin



“It is a sin and a shame not to know our book or 
to understand the speech and words of Our God.”
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