
The Path to the Reformation

A brief biography of John Wycliffe and Jan Hus



Martin Luther’s 95 
Theses (arguments)



1300-1400s



Roman Catholic Church of the Middle Ages



The Village Church



Pilgrimages to see relics Icons



Indulgences – Selling Forgiveness of Sin



Breaking of Bread



The Priest’s Reputation…





John Wycliffe



Oxford University



The Black Death reached Oxford in 1348



Balliol Hall



The Latin Vulgate 
The Bible used at Wycliffe’s time was only in Latin 

A page of a Latin 
Bible dated from 
13th Century.



The church in the village of Lutterworth where 
Wycliffe served as the rector.



Wycliffe’s Bible in the British Library

John 1:1 – “In the beginning 
was the Word and the Word 
was at God and God was 
the Word…”



Archbishop of Arundel on hearing that Wycliffe 
had translated the Bible into English

“That pestilent and most wretched 

John Wycliffe… a child of the old 

devil and a pupil of Antichrist… 

crowned his wickedness by 

translating the scriptures into the 

mother tongue.” 



The Lollards

Ordinary people who 
followed Wycliffe’s 
teachings and 
travelled from town to 
town to spread the 
Word of God .



Lollards were persecuted





Europe in 
the 1400s

Queen Anne of Bohemia





The Striking Contrast



Bethlehem Chapel in Prague







Council of Constance (1414-1418)



The place Hus 
stood when he 
was sentenced 
by the Council.



“Remember beloved that I have never had 
anything more at heart from the beginning 
than your salvation. It is in His name that 
I have taught you the word of God and I 
shall never cease from doing so even from the 
bottom of my prison.”



To a fellow priest, “My very dear 
brother. Be zealous in preaching 
the scriptures and work like a 
favoured soldier of Christ. Live 
first of all, piously and purely; 
afterward, teach faithfully and 
sincerely. Be unto others an 
example in every good work.”



His last letter: “Master Martin, my disciple, 
forget not the faithful manner in which I 
taught you the Word of God. Master Nicholas… 
preserve faithfully God’s word! May Gallus 
preach it and all of you, my beloved, listen 
attentively to it and guard it in your hearts.”







Rhine River



“God has sent among you just a 
silly goose, but one day he will 
send among you an eagle.” – Jan Hus



“Yes. I am a Hussite”



Martin Luther’s 95 
Theses (arguments)







YOU ARE THE 
 

Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven. (Matt 5:14-15)
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