
Looking into Paul’s letter 
to the Christians in Rome

15. The salvation of Israel



Paul’s letter to the Romans

The most controversial 
section of Paul’s letter!



What is Romans 9 to 11 all about?

WHERE DOES ISRAEL FIT INTO GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION?

➢ God is sovereign. He is working salvation in all the earth. (Chapter 9)

➢ Salvation is by faith in Christ alone, not by our empty works (Chapter 10)

➢ A remnant is now saved, but most are blind to the gospel.

➢ Is this blindness permanent?  Certainly not!

➢ Like unfruitful branches, they have been “broken off”

➢ Gentiles are now being “grafted in” to Israel’s tree

➢ Once “the fullness of the Gentiles” has come in, all Israel will be saved.

➢ “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!”

Chapter 11



The Law

Humanity

Be sinless

Condemnation

Failure

The Law

Jesus

Be sinless

“My beloved Son”

Holy, Holy, Holy

Faith

Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness 

to everyone who believes.
(Romans 10:4)



But of Israel he says, 

 “All day long I have held out my hands 
   to a disobedient and contrary people.”

(Romans 10:21)

Isaiah 65:2

People who 
oppose God

Israel’s present condition…



Why Israel?

Area: 22,070 km2 approx.

Population: 9,900,000
(0.12% of world)

Jews in Israel:   7,400,000

Jews in world: 16,800,000
(0.2% of world) 



1936

1946

1948



1967

1973



Why Israel?

For behold, Your enemies make an uproar;
those who hate You have raised their heads.

They lay crafty plans against Your people;
they consult together against Your treasured ones.

They say,

“Come, let us wipe them out as a nation;
  let the name of Israel be remembered no more!”

(Psalm 83:2-4)



Thus says the LORD,
who gives the sun for light by day
and the fixed order of the moon and the stars…

“If this fixed order departs
  from before Me, declares the LORD,
  then shall the offspring of Israel 
  cease from being a nation before Me forever.”

Thus says the LORD:

“If the heavens above can be measured,
  and the foundations of the earth below can be explored,
  then I will cast off all the offspring of Israel
  for all that they have done…”

(Jeremiah 31:35-37)

Why Israel?

God has 
promised



This people I have formed for Myself;
They shall declare My praise. 

(Isaiah 43:21)

Why Israel?



Romans 11





Has God rejected His people? I ask, then, 
has God rejected His people? 

By no means!
(Romans 11:1)

The nation 
of Israel

Totally and finally



Has God rejected His people? 

I myself [Paul] am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, 
a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 

God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.
(Romans 11:1-2)

No, not totally, because…



Has God rejected His people? 

Lord, they have killed Your prophets, 
they have demolished Your altars, 
and I alone am left, 
and they seek my life!

So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.

I have kept for Myself 
seven thousand men 
who have not bowed 

the knee to Baal.

See Romans 11:3-4, 1 Kings 18 and 19



Has God rejected His people? 

So too at the present time 
there is a remnant, 

chosen by grace. 
(Romans 11:5)

I have kept for Myself seven thousand men 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.

But if it is by grace, 
it is no longer on the basis of works; 

otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
(Romans 11:6)



Has God rejected His people? 

What then?

Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. 

The elect obtained it, 
but the rest were hardened,

as it is written, 
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
  eyes that would not see
  and ears that would not hear,
  down to this very day.”

(Romans 11:7-8)

Isaiah 29:10

Why?





So I ask, 
did they stumble 

in order that they might fall? 

By no means!

Rather, through their trespass 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, 

so as to make Israel jealous.
(Romans 11:11)

Be permanently cast away



If some of the branches were broken off, 
and you, although a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in among the others and now share 
in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 
do not be arrogant toward the branches. 

(See Romans 11:16-18)



Then you will say, 
“Branches were broken off 
  so that I might be grafted in.” 

That is true.

They were broken off because of their unbelief,
but you stand fast through faith. 

So do not become proud, but fear.
(See Romans 11:19-21)

The humble can believe, 
but not the proud.



Note then the kindness and the severity of God:

severity toward those who have fallen, 
but God's kindness to you, 
provided you continue in His kindness. 

Otherwise you too will be cut off. 

And even they, if they do not continue 
in their unbelief, will be grafted in…

(See Romans 11:22-23)



I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery*, 
brethren, lest you be wise in your own sight: 

A partial hardening has come upon Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

And in this way all Israel will be saved, 
as it is written,

“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
  He will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;

“and this will be My covenant with them
  when I take away their sins.”

(Romans 11:25-27)

The full number

Isaiah 59:20-21

Jeremiah 31:34

*The mystery



In regard to the gospel
they are enemies for your sake, 

but in regard to election 
they are dearly loved for the sake of the fathers. 

For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.
(Romans 11:28-29)

Salvation came to us Gentiles 
when Israel rejected Christ.

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob

God keeps 
His promises



For just as you were at one time disobedient to God 
but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 

so they too have now been disobedient in order that 
by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.

For God has consigned all to disobedience, 
that He may have mercy on all.

(Romans 11:30-32)

Gentiles

The Jews

Jews and Gentiles

Jews and Gentiles





Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
  or who has been His counselor?”

“Or who has given a gift to Him
  that he might be repaid?”

(Romans 11:33-34)

Isaiah 40:13

Job 41:11



For from Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things. 

To Him be glory forever. 
Amen.

(Romans 11:36)

I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, 

the beginning and the end!
(Revelation 22:13)



ESV:
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and how inscrutable His ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
  or who has been His counsellor?”

“Or who has given a gift to Him 
  that he might be repaid?”

For from Him and through Him and to Him 
are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.

Memory
15

NKJV:
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out!

"For who has known the mind of the LORD?
  Or who has become His counselor?“

"Or who has first given to Him
  And it shall be repaid to him?“

For of Him and through Him and to Him 
are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Romans 11:33-36



Next: Romans 12
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