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David’s Troubles

2 Samuel 

Chapter 1 - 10 - David’s Triumph

Chapter 11 - David’s Transgressions

Chapter 12 - 24 - David’s Troubles



2 Samuel 12:1-7

6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, 
because he did this thing and because he had no 
pity.”

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 
Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand 
of Saul.



Death of the first son from Bathsheba

(2 Samuel 12: 15-23)

15 Then Nathan departed to his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 16 David 
therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted 
and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of 
his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the 
ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with 
them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the 
child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him 
that the child was dead. 



For they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to 
him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him 
that the child is dead? He may do some harm!”
19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David 
perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his 
servants, “Is the child dead?”

And they said, “He is dead.”
20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed 
himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house 
of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; 
and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate.



21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have 
done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, 
but when the child died, you arose and ate food.”
22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and 
wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell whether the LORD will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead; 
why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me.”



God gives another son

(2 Samuel 12:24-25)

24 Then David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to 
her and lay with her. So she bore a son, and he called his name 
Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, 25 and He sent word by the 
hand of Nathan the prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah, 
because of the LORD.



Death of second son Amnon

(2 Samuel 13: 1-3)

After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose 
name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved 
her. 2 Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he 
became sick; for she was a virgin. And it was improper for 
Amnon to do anything to her. 3 But Amnon had a friend whose 
name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Now 
Jonadab was a very crafty man.



(2 Samuel 13: 6-7)

6 Then Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; and when the 
king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, “Please let 
Tamar my sister come and make a couple of cakes for me in 
my sight, that I may eat from her hand.”
7 And David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Now go to your 
brother Amnon’s house, and prepare food for him.”



(2 Samuel 13: 14-15)

14 However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger 
than she, he forced her and lay with her.
15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with 
which he hated her was greater than the love with which he 
had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”



(2 Samuel 13: 21)

But when King David heard of all these things, he was very 
angry.



(2 Samuel 13: 21)

25 But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go 
now, lest we be a burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he 
would not go; and he blessed him.
26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go 
with us.” And the king said to him, “Why should he go with 
you?” 27 But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the 
king’s sons go with him.
28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch 
now, when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say 
to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I 
not commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.”



Death of third son Absalom

(2 Samuel 13: 38-39)

38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three 
years. 39 And King David longed to go to Absalom. For he had 
been comforted concerning Amnon, because he was dead.

(2 Samuel 14:1)

So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s 
heart was concerned about Absalom.



(2 Samuel 14:24)

And the king said, “Let him return to his own house, but do 
not let him see my face.” So Absalom returned to his own 
house, but did not see the king’s face.

(2 Samuel 14:33)

So Joab went to the king and told him. And when he had 
called for Absalom, he came to the king and bowed himself on 
his face to the ground before the king. Then the king kissed 
Absalom.



(2 Samuel 15:6)

In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to 
the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men 
of Israel.

(2 Samuel 15:14)

So David said to all his servants who were with him at 
Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape from 
Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly 
and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city with the edge of 
the sword.”



(2 Samuel 15:24-28)

24 There was Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing 
the ark of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, 
and Abiathar went up until all the people had finished crossing 
over from the city. 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of 
God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will 
bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if 
He says thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here I am, let Him do to me 
as seems good to Him.” 27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, 
“Are you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and your two sons 
with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar. 28 See, I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until 
word comes from you to inform me.”



(2 Samuel 15:31)

Then someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the 
conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, I 
pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!”

(2 Samuel 18:5)

Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, 
“Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And 
all the people heard when the king gave all the captains orders 
concerning Absalom.



(2 Samuel 18:33)

Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: “O my 
son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only I had died in 
your place! O Absalom my son, my son!”



(2 Samuel 19:6-7)

6 in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. For you 
have declared today that you regard neither princes nor 
servants; for today I perceive that if Absalom had lived and all 
of us had died today, then it would have pleased you 
well. 7 Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your 
servants. For I swear by the LORD, if you do not go out, not one 
will stay with you this night. And that will be worse for you 
than all the evil that has befallen you from your youth until 
now.”



Aftermath of Transgression

1. Dwell in sadness / shame / regret / self-pity
2. Focus on oneself / very sensitive / avoiding opening the old 

wounds
3. Insensitive to danger / not with a clear mind
4. Inactive / passive to take action / discipline
5. No clean conscience / no strength / to judge
6. Emotional vulnerable / guilty feeling
7. Weakness – manipulated by others
8. Fall into bigger mistakes / causing bigger damage
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