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Background

From Judges to Kings

Hannah   = Dedication

Eli  = Honour God / Faithful

Samuel    = Obedient Servant

Saul = Self-centred

David = God centred



Overview

1. Anointing of David

2. Fighting Goliath

3. Persecution from Saul

4. Saving Saul's life

5. Why did God allow Saul to persecute David



1. Anointing of David

6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely 
the LORD’s anointed is before Him!”
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his 
physical stature, because I have refused 
him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

(1 Samuel 16:6-7)



13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit 
from the LORD troubled him.

(1 Samuel 16:13-14)



2. Fighting Goliath

5 He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of 
bronze. 6 And he had bronze armour on his legs and a bronze javelin 
between his shoulders. 7 Now the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s 
beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a 
shield-bearer went before him.

(1 Samuel 17:5-7)



34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, 
and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I 
went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; 
and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and 
killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied 
the armies of the living God.” 37 Moreover David said, “The LORD, who 
delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, 
He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”

And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!”
(1 Samuel 17:34-37)



39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had 
not tested them. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I 
have not tested them.” So David took them off.
40 Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five 
smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a 
pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to 
the Philistine.

(1 Samuel 17:39-40)



45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with 
a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This 
day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take 
your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp 
of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the 
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

(1 Samuel 17:45-46)



3. Persecution From Saul

11 And Saul cast the spear, for he said, “I will pin David to the wall!” But 
David escaped his presence twice. 

(1 Samuel 18:11)

10 Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he 
slipped away from Saul’s presence; and he drove the spear into the 
wall. So David fled and escaped that night.

(1 Samuel 19:10)



11 Saul also sent messengers to David’s house to watch him and to kill 
him in the morning. And Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If you 
do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.

(1 Samuel 19:11)

10 Then David arose and fled that day from before Saul, and went to 
Achish the king of Gath.

(1 Samuel 21:10)



1David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of 
Adullam. So when his brothers and all his father’s house heard it, they 
went down there to him.

(1 Samuel 22:1)

14 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained 
in the mountains in the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, 
but God did not deliver him into his hand. 

(1 Samuel 23:14)



26 Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men 
on the other side of the mountain. So David made haste to get away 
from Saul, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to 
take them. 

(1 Samuel 23:26)



4. Saving Saul's Life

3 So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; 
and Saul went in to attend to his needs. (David and his men were staying 
in the recesses of the cave.) 4 Then the men of David said to him, “This is 
the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy 
into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’ ” And 
David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Now it 
happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut 
Saul’s robe. 6 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do 
this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand 
against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.” 7 So David restrained 
his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against 
Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way. 

(1 Samuel 24:3-7)



5 So David arose and came to the place where Saul had encamped. And 
David saw the place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the 
commander of his army. Now Saul lay within the camp, with the people 
encamped all around him. 6 Then David answered, and said to 
Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother 
of Joab, saying, “Who will go down with me to Saul in the camp?”

And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”
7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul lay 
sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by his 
head. And Abner and the people lay all around him. 8 Then Abishai said 
to David, “God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day. Now 
therefore, please, let me strike him at once with the spear, right to the 
earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time!”

(1 Samuel 26:5-8)



9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can stretch 
out his hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?” 10 David 
said furthermore, “As the LORD lives, the LORD shall strike him, or his day 
shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and 
perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against 
the LORD’s anointed. But please, take now the spear and the jug of 
water that are by his head, and let us go.” 12 So David took the spear 
and the jug of water by Saul’s head, and they got away; and no man 
saw or knew it or awoke. For they were all asleep, because a deep 
sleep from the LORD had fallen on them. 

(1 Samuel 26:9-12)



5. Why did God allow Saul to persecute David?

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But 
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing. 

(James 1:2-4)

Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have relieved me in my distress;
Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.

(Psalm 4:1)



1 Why do You stand afar off, O LORD?
Why do You hide in times of trouble?

(Psalm 10:1)

1 I will love You, O LORD, my strength.
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;
My God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;
So shall I be saved from my enemies.

(Psalm 18:1-3)



You are my hiding place;
You shall preserve me from trouble;
You shall surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah

(Psalm 32:7)


