Saul

English Meeting
28 August, 2022



Background

From Judges to Kings
Hannah Affliction = Purification - Dedication
Eli Religious? Faithful? / Honour God

Samuel Listening and Obeying



Saul

2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There
was not a more handsome person than he among the children of
Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

3Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. And Kish said to his
son Saul, “Please take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and
look for the donkeys.”



>When they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant
who was with him, “Come, let us return, lest my father
cease caring about the donkeys and become worried about us.”

"Then Saul said to his servant, “But look, if we go, what shall we bring
the man? For the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there is no
present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?”



21 And Saul answered and said, “Am | not a Benjamite, of the smallest
of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of
the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?”

22 Therefore they inquired of the LORD further, “Has the man come here
yet?”
And the LORD answered, “There he is, hidden among the equipment.”



12Then the people said to Samuel, “Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul
reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them to death.”

13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for
today the LORD has accomplished salvation in Israel.”



Trials for a King (Adam / Jesus)

Chapter 13 =Saul's sinful sacrifice

> Then the Philistines gathered together to fight with Israel, thirty
thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand
which is on the seashore in multitude. And they came up and
encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven. ® When the men of
Israel saw that they were in danger (for the people were distressed),
then the people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits.



8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But
Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from
him. ? So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to
me.” And he offered the burnt offering. 1 Now it happened, as soon as
he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and
Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet him.

11 And Samuel said, “What have you done?”

Saul said, “When | saw that the people were scattered from me,

and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the
Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 2then | said, ‘The
Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and | have not made

supplication to the LorD." Therefore | felt compelled, and offered a
burnt offering.”




13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept
the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you.
For now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel
forever. ¥4 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has
sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has
commanded him to be commander over His people, because you

have not kept what the LoRDb commanded you.”



Chapter 14 -Saul’s selfish curse

18 And Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God here” (for at that time
the ark of God was with the children of Israel). 1 Now it happened,
while Saul talked to the priest, that the noise which was in the camp of
the Philistines continued to increase; so Saul said to the priest,
“Withdraw your hand.”

24 And the men of Israel were distressed that day, for Saul had placed
the people under oath, saying, “Cursed is the man who eats any food
until evening, before | have taken vengeance on my enemies.” So none
of the people tasted food.



27 But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the people with the
oath; therefore he stretched out the end of the rod that was in his
hand and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth;
and his countenance brightened.

29 But Jonathan said, “My father has troubled the land. Look now, how
my countenance has brightened because | tasted a little of this honey.

32 And the people rushed on the spoil, and took sheep, oxen, and
calves, and slaughtered them on the ground; and the people
ate them with the blood.



33Then Saul built an altar to the LORD. This was the first altar that he
built to the LORD.

36 Now Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by night, and

plunder them until the morning light; and let us not leave a man of
them.”

And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.”
Then the priest said, “Let us draw near to God here.”

3750 Saul asked counsel of God, “Shall | go down after the Philistines?
Will You deliver them into the hand of Israel?” But He did not answer
him that day.



42 And Saul said, “Cast lots between my son Jonathan and me.” So
Jonathan was taken.

44 Saul answered, “God do so and more also; for you shall surely die,
Jonathan.”

45 But the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has
accomplished this great deliverance in Israel? Certainly
not! As the LORD lives, not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground,

for he has worked with God this day.” So the people rescued Jonathan,
and he did not die.



Chapter 15 =Saul’s incomplete obedience

3Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and
do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing
child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.” ”

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the
oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling
to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that
they utterly destroyed.



114 greatly regret that | have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back
from following Me, and has not performed My commandments.” And

it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the LorD all night. 2So when
Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel,
saying, “Saul went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for
himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to
Gilgal.” 13 Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to

him, “Blessed are you of the LorD! | have performed the
commandment of the LoRD.” 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this

bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which |
hear?”

15 And Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the
people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to
the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.”



16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And | will tell you what
the LORD said to me last night.”

And he said to him, “Speak on.”

17So Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you
not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD anoint you king
over Israel? ¥ Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and
utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until
they are consumed.” ¥ Why then did you not obey the voice of

the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the
sight of the LORD?”



20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But | have obeyed the voice of the LORD,
and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back
Agag king of Amalek; | have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 2! But the
people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things

which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your
God in Gilgal.”



2S0 Samuel said:

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
As in obeying the voice of the LORD?

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
He also has rejected you from being king.”



24Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for | have transgressed the
commandment of the LORD and your words, because | feared the

people and obeyed their voice. 2> Now therefore, please pardon my sin,
and return with me, that | may worship the LORD.”

26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have

rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from
being king over Israel.”



Lessons for a King

1.

Walk close with God — driven by faith not fear / flesh

Sincere / Superficial

Not seeking glory / vengeance for oneself

Taking responsibility /confess sin / not shifting blame or making excuses
Do not deceive / lie 2 deal with the inner problem

Love God and love His people — willing to sacrifice

Complete obedience



